ASIA : CHINA

Sichuan

GDP: $432.3bn

Five-year economic growth rate: 16.9%

Population: 81.4m

Total clean energy investment, 2009-2014: $3.5bn
Installed power capacity: 80.6GW

Renewable share: 15.5%

Total clean energy generation: 51.4TWh

Top energy authority:

Provincial Development and Reform Commission
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OVERVIEW

Sichuan in 2014 had a nominal GDP of $460bn, about 4% of
China’s overall economy. Between 50% and 60% of the electric-
ity generated by Sichuan’s power fleet is consumed by the local
manufacturing industries that largely support the province’s eco-
nomic growth. The rest of Sichuan’s power generation is con-
sumed by residential and commercial customers or exported.

As of year-end 2014, Sichuan had a total installed power gen-
eration capacity of 78.8GW, of which 80% (63GW) was hydro
and about 20% (15.5GW) was coal. Wind and solar PV capacity
reached 290MW and 60MW in 2014, respectively. In 2014, 82%
of the total 313TWh of electricity generated in Sichuan came
from hydro. The balance was supplied mainly by coal. Sichuan
exported about 30% of its generation to provinces where de-
mand exceeds internal supply, among them Shanghai, Jiangsu
and Zhejiang.

Unlike northern provinces with more open land, which have
been targeted for aggressive wind and PV development in
the next decade, Sichuan’s renewables potential is more
limited. The province does plan to add up to 2GW of nuclear
power by 2030. At end-2014, Sichuan had zero nuclear
power capacity. However, the siting of new nuclear power
plants has proven to be challenging in Sichuan because of its
history of catastrophic earthquakes.

INSTALLED POWER CAPACITY BY SOURCE, 2014 (%)
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Note: Negligible values for oil & diesel and natural gas cannot be graphically represented due to
scale, see source data for the complete numbers.

Sichuan has been reducing its coal usage and energy intensity.
As of 2015, the total consumption of coal power is down by 8%
from the 2010 level. The consumption of electricity form non-
fossil fuels increased 6.5% during the same period.

ANNUAL INVESTMENT IN CLEAN ENERGY,
2009-2014 (Sm)

$3.5bn total cumulative investment
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Source: Bloomberg New Energy Finance
Notes: Total investment includes: Asset Finance, Corporate Finance and Venture Capital /
Private Equity Commitments.

For further information, access www.global-climatescope.org/sichuan
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